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MOA again closing 
on Thanksgiving 
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TOP NEWS 


NUKE DEAL 
DEFENDED 
BY PUTIN 


Countering Trump, 
Russian presi- 
dent encouraged 
nations to stick 
with Iran pact. A5 


Russia-linked 
ads released 
Facebook ads 
show how country 
sought to stir dis- 
cord in U.S. A4 


Desertion case 
coming to end 
Doctor says Sgt. 
Bowe Bergdahl's 
mental health 
played arole. A3 


Deliveries 

on Sundays? 
Seeking business, 
Post Office adds to 
its services. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


Dennis Banks 
remembered 
Hundreds paid 
tribute in Mpls. 
before he is laid to 
rest in N. Minn. B1 


Severe psych 
cases denied 
In decision called 
troubling, Brain- 
erd hospital cites 
bottleneck. B1 


St. Paul limits 
menthol sales 
Tobacco shops, 
liquor stores will 
be allowed to sell 
the cigarettes. B1 


SPORTS 


Wolves grab 
104-98 victory 
Jimmy Butler led 
with 23 points 
against New 
Orleans. C1 


Gophers face 
tough D line 
Michigan might 
have best pass 
rush in nation. C1 


BUSINESS 


Judge OKs 
pipeline study 
Environmental 
impact statement 
for Line 3 deemed 
“adequate.” D1 


VARIETY 


Minnesota 
Orchestra, live 
Behind-the-scenes 
peek 40 years after 
its first live MPR 
concert. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


Dustin Hoffman 
apologized for 
allegedly sexu- 
ally harassing a 
17-year-old intern 
in 1985. A2 


ASTROS WIN THEIR 
1ST WORLD SERIES 


SPORTS 


Perfectly thrown 
cocktail parties 
TASTE 


33° EX 38° 


Coudy skies, but drying 
out the dampness. B6 
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Charges say driver had been planning deadly attack for a year. 


By BENJAMIN MUELLER, 
WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, AL 
BAKER and ADAM GOLDMAN 
New York Times 


NEW YORK - Federal prose- 
cutors on Wednesday accused 
the driver in the Manhattan 
truck attack with carrying out 
a long-planned plot spurred by 
ISIS propaganda videos to kill 
people celebrating Halloween. 

The charges, filed just over 24 
hours after the deadliest terror 
attack on New York City since 


Trump reacts: He wants to end program under which suspect came to U.S.A6 + 


Sept. 11, 2001, placed the case in 
the civilian courts even as Presi- 
dent Donald Trump denounced 
the American criminal justice 
system as “a joke” and “a laugh- 
ingstock.” 

The charges describe the 
driver, Sayfullo Saipov, 29, as 
a voracious consumer and 
meticulous student of propa- 
ganda from the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria, and detail how 
he said he was spurred to attack 
by an ISIS video questioning 
the killing of Muslims in Iraq. 


They say he began planning 
the attack about a year ago and, 
after taking atest runinaHome 
Depot rental truck last week, 
chose Halloween to carry it out 
because more people would be 
on the streets. 

The charges were filed in 
civilian court and not the mili- 
tary system set up for foreign 
terrorists, a decision that flew in 
the face of Trump’s broadsides 
against the criminal justice sys- 
tem. Trump said he was open to 

See ATTACK on A6 > 


ect was inspired by ISIS 


MARK LENNIHAN ° Associated Press 


The rented Home Depot truck used to plow down people ona 
Manhattan bike path Tuesday remained on the scene Wednesday. 


Victims: Five men killed were Argentine natives in New York for a reunion. A6 


CONCUSSIONS STRIKING 
FEMALE SOCCER PLAYERS 


Eagan’s Lauryn Roszak and Wayzata’s Samantha Dietrick put their heads on the line for the ball in the state semis Tuesday. 


Story by JOE CHRISTENSEN ° Photo by ANTHONY SOUFFLÉ œ Star Tribune staff 


McKenzie Gregoire suffered so many 
concussions playing soccer, doctors made 
her quit. She spent her senior season as 
Shakopee’s team manager. 

Sara Johnson’s first soccer concussion 
came in eighth grade. Four years later, she 


suffered another one playing for Fridley, 


forcing her out of the game she loves. 
Haley Ramberg blacked out froma soc- 

cer concussion two years ago for Blaine. 

She missed one month of school as her 


head and body healed, recovering as 


many student-athletes with these brain 
injuries do: resting in dark rooms and 


quiet places for weeks. 


Blaine coach Scott Zachmann said the 
sight of Ramberg’s collision haunts him 


HITTING HARD 
Coaches from 52 Twin 
Cities girls’ soccer 
programs responded to 
a Star Tribune survey 
regarding head injuries. 


14 


Teams had multiple 
players who suffered a 
concussion this season. 


111 


Total concussions 
reported during the past 
two seasons — more than 
two per team. 


you think of.” 


to this day. His big fear used to be knee- 
ligament injuries. 

“Now I find myself way more worried 
about a concussion,” Zachmann said. 
“Anytime players collide, it’s the first thing 


State champions in girls’ soccer will be 


crowned Thursday at U.S. Bank Stadium, 
ending a season in which concussion con- 
cerns escalated for many Minnesota high 
school coaches. Football owns the national 


conversation on concussions, but mount- 


ing evidence suggests girls’ soccer deserves 

an equal share in that painful spotlight. 
A Star Tribune survey of Twin Cit- 
ies coaches, which drew 52 responses, 
See CONCUSSIONS on A12 > 


Tax bill likely to continue top rate for wealthy 


By MARCY GORDON 
and ANDREW TAYLOR 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON - Furiously 
working to finish a tax bill, 
House Republicans have 
decided to keep the income tax 
rate for the wealthiest earners 
in the face of Democratic criti- 
cism that the overhaul pushed 
by President Donald Trump 
would benefit the rich. 

Trump and the GOP con- 


sider a revamp of the nation’s 
tax code, the first in three 
decades, a legislative and politi- 
calimperative after the collapse 
this past summer of Republi- 
can attempt to repeal Barack 
Obama’s Affordable Care Act. 
Republicans insist that they 
must deliver on taxes to keep 
their majorities in next year’s 
midterm elections. 

Health care was clearly a 
consideration in Trump’s tweet 
Wednesday as he suggested 


repealing the requirement that 
Americans get health insurance 

or face a tax penalty. 
“Wouldn’t it be great to 
Repeal the very unfair and 
unpopular Individual Man- 
date in ObamaCare and use 
those savings for further Tax 
Cuts for the Middle Class. The 
House and Senate should con- 
sider ASAP as the process of 
final approval moves along. 
Push Biggest Tax Cuts EVER,” 
See TAX on A4> 


PLAN HIGHLIGHTS 


Highest personal income 
tax rate will probably stay 
at 39.6 percent. 


+ Top tax rate for corpora- 
tions could drop from 35 
percent to 20. 


e Trump suggested that 
repeal of Affordable Care 
Act’s individual mandate 
be included. 


- 401(k) status unchanged. 


Minn. 
scientist 
lashes out 
at Pruitt 


Retired U prof is demoted 
on panel, rips EPA direction. 


By JOSEPHINE MARCOTTY 
jmarcotty@startribune.com 


Deborah Swackhamer, a 
prominent water chemist, was 
dumped as chair ofakey science 
panel at the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency on Tuesday 
as part of a dramatic restructur- 
ing of how the agency gets sci- 
entific advice. 

Swackhamer, a retired Uni- 
versity of Minnesota professor, 
has drawn the public spotlight 
this year for sharply criticizing 
EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt. 
She said Tuesday that Pruitt is 
turning the agency’s scientific 
advisory boards into commit- 
tees that will “rubber stamp his 
agenda: deregulation.” 

Late Tuesday, Pruitt 
announced he would appoint 
new leadership to three panels: 
The Scientific Advisory Board 
(SAB), which guides the agency 
on the science underlying reg- 
ulations; the Clean Air Scien- 
tific Advisory Committee; and 
the Board of Scientific Coun- 
selors. Swackhamer recently 

See EPA on A9 > 


Enrollment 
for MNsure 
starts well 


By CHRISTOPHER SNOWBECK 
csnowbeck@startribune.com 


The state’s MNsure insur- 
ance exchange launched open 
enrollment Wednesday without 
the early problems that plagued 
it last year, when technical dif- 
ficulties struck the website and 
the call center was overwhelmed 
by alleged “robocallers.” 

There were no signs of 
either of those woes this time, 
and complaints were muted 
at MNsure’s Facebook page, 
which has served in past years 
as ground zero for customer- 
service problems. 

While the operational prob- 
lems receded, broader ques- 
tions remained in Minnesota 
and across the country about 
whether insurance markets 
under the federal Affordable 
Care Act will get smaller during 
the coming sign-up period, con- 
sidering diminished support for 
the health law at the federal level. 

See MNSURE on A9 > 
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